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Presentation
The publication Ecovale Ecological Markets at IECLB spaces is a systematization of learning ex-

periences about marketing initiatives of agroecological products in the context of the Evangelical 
Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB). 

This publication was promoted by the Working Group on Fair Trade and Solidarity Commercial-
ization of the FLD-CAPA, created in the ongoing process of elaboration of the institutional Political 
Pedagogical Project and strengthened through the project Expansion of the Solidarity and Fair Trade 
Network: Interweaving communities of the countryside and the city, which has the support from 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The WG conducts studies, debates, and promotes fair 
trade and solidarity commercialization initiatives of associations and cooperatives of family agricul-
ture, assisted by the Center for the Support and Promotion of Agroecology (CAPA), and solidarity 
economy enterprises, assisted by the Lutheran Foundation of Diakonia (FLD), in expanding access 
to healthy food, responsible consumption, and solidarity relations between the countryside and the 
city. The FLD also acts in support for grassroots organizations through the Small Projects Program 
(PPP), which supports dozens of transformative actions every year. The work is based on transfor-
mative diakonia with gender justice and is supported by Bread for the World through three-year 
projects.

The systematization brings the experience of commercialization of agroecological foods of the 
Regional Cooperative of Ecological Family Farmers (Ecovale) at IECLB spaces, in the Vale do Taquari 
Synod and in the Centro Campanha Sul Synod (RS), reporting the commercialization models and 
presenting the locations where the products are sold. At the same time, it highlights the important 
role that the partnership with IECLB represents for CAPA and Ecovale, both in the commercializa-
tion space at the Casa Sinodal of the Vale do Taquari Synod and in the Apóstolo Paulo community, 
in Santa Cruz do Sul, in the Centro Campanha-Sul Synod.
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Commercialization in the CAPA Santa Cruz 
do Sul and the creation of Ecovale

ince the beginning of the activities of the Center for Support and Promotion of Agroecol-
ogy (CAPA) in Santa Cruz do Sul (RS), in 1987, there has been a great challenge regarding 
the creation of commercialization spaces of food produced by the groups advised in the 

Rio Pardo Valley. There were some experiences with markets and associations. Over time, we real-
ized the need for a more consistent and democratic organization, an adequate legal framework to 
respond to this challenge and, at the same time, to include the records of family agroindustries that 
were organized.

In the years 1998 and 1999, a process of discussion and study was initiated with the groups on 
the most appropriate form of social and legal organization to deal with this demand. The process de-
veloped for one year, and on August 12, 2000, the Regional Cooperative of Ecological Family Farmers 
Ltda. (Ecovale) was created, based on ecological family farmers centers, which constitute the orga-
nizational basis of the cooperative. The centers are responsible for the planning, production, trans-
portation, and commercialization of their products, always in line with the planning and guidelines 
of the institution, which are established in general meetings and by the Administration Board.

Ecovale has a Board of Directors, an Administration Board, and a Fiscal Council, elected every 
two years at the Ordinary General Meeting. The Board of Directors and the Administration Board 

are responsible for discussing and for-
warding activities. In addition, the insti-
tution has two persons hired to perform 
administrative and practical activities, 
such as product collection, packaging, 
and commercialization.

Located in Santa Cruz do Sul, it has 51 
associated people, being 17 women and 
31 men, distributed in four centers: Vale 
do Sol; Candelária; Santa Cruz do Sul; 
and Venâncio Aires. The role of women in 
Ecovale is prominent. Since its founda-
tion, the cooperative has encouraged the 
association and participation of women 
in the Board of Directors and in Admin-
istration and Fiscal Boards. The last four 
presidency mandates of Ecovale have 
been by women.

It is worth highlighting here the part-
nership with CAPA since the discussion 
process for creating the cooperative. 
Throughout its existence, CAPA has be-

S



8

Brief History of IECLB
On May 3, 1824, a group of German evangelical immigrants arrived in Nova Friburgo (RJ) and on July 25 

of the same year another one landed in São Leopoldo (RS). The two communities had the assistance of pas-
tors hired by the Brazilian government. The development of the evangelical church took place in the settlement 
of new immigrants, especially in the three Southern states of Brazil: Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and 
Paraná. But there were also smaller groups that were established in São Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Minas Gerais, and 
Espírito Santo.

In the first 40 years of its history, the evangelical communities, which would later form the Evangelical 
Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil (IECLB), organized their communities without many formalities. 
From significant domestic masses, communities with their own statutes and boards emerged.

Not being able to build church-like places of worship, the communities built schools, using them as chapels 
for the celebrations.  The lack of pastors has led communities to choose among their own people with educa-
tion to play the role of professorship and pastoral ministry, in deep attachment to the general priesthood of all 
believers.

This process lasted until 1864, when the arrival of pastors from Germany began more regularly. They were 
sent by the Evangelical Church of Prussia, the Basel Missionary Society (Switzerland), and the Evangelical Soci-
ety to the Protestant Germans in America, from Barmen (Germany). By the end of the 19th century, there were 
numerous communities scattered in the States of Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, Paraná, São Paulo, Rio de 
Janeiro, Minas Gerais, and Espírito Santo.

With the growing emergence of communities, it was observed the need for articulation among them and 
paths of rapprochement and mutual strengthening were sought. The communities organized themselves re-
gionally in synods. These formed in the national sphere the Synod Federation, which was later named as the 
Evangelical Church of the Lutheran Confession in Brazil.

In its national path, IECLB experienced several organizational modalities. From 1968 onwards, ecclesiastical 
regions and districts responded by the national articulation and structuring of the church. In 1998, there was a 
restructuring that continues until the present day: It is based on 18 synods distributed throughout the Brazilian 
territory, with 489 parishes, 1.803 communities, totaling 587.175 members, according to the statistical data col-
lection, held in 2019, base year 2018.

Over nearly two centuries of history of the presence of Lutheran evangelical communities in Brazil, hun-
dreds of communities, educational, diaconal, and missionary organizations have emerged. Knowing its history, 
its initiatives, its projects, its hits-and-misses over time means looking in the rear-view mirror of history and 
discovering God’s action amid society. It means knowing the history of institutions that have supported thou-
sands of people.

Organizations resemble clay vessels that hold precious treasure. Thanks to them, men, women, young peo-
ple, and children have learned of the good news of the Gospel, have been educated in the Christian faith, have 
experienced the warmth of solidarity, have been encouraged to exercise citizenship and have been motivated 
for the Christian witness in the social, economic, politic, and culture life of the country and the world.

lieved that cooperatives and community organization contribute to the role of ecological family 
farmers and to a better quality of life in rural areas.
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Vale do Taquari Synod
The Vale do Taquari Synod is one of the 18 regional headquarters of IECLB. It was founded in 1997, when 

IECLB went through the aforementioned restructuring process, which extinguished the ecclesiastical regions 
and districts and founded the synods. Headquartered in Teutônia (RS), it has 59 communities built in 20 mu-
nicipalities of the Taquari Valley.

These communities gather about 34,000 members, are organized in 15 parishes, and are accompanied by a 
team of 27 ordained ministers. The Taquari Valley region was colonized from 1858, so many of the communities 
in the region are centuries old and some are on the eve of celebrating their 150th anniversary. Among the actions 
of the Vale do Taquari Synod are the supervision of communities, the continuing formation of ministers and 
leadership, the mission through the sectors of work, and the dedication to diakonia and agroecology.

At the beginning of 2000, there was a strong work in favor of people with disabilities, which consisted of 
inclusion, education and interaction seminars, and support in the search for rights. Agroecology has been pro-
moted from the CAPA advisory, through the education and follow-up of community health groups. Through its 
actions, the Vale do Taquari Synod not only places itself as a policy instance for its communities and parishes, 
but also as a church that offers education and fosters diakonia and dignified life.

Centro-Campanha Sul Synod
The history of the Centro-Campanha Sul Synod officially began with the Constitutive Assembly dated No-

vember 1997, which defined that the headquarters should be in the city of Santa Maria. The subject returned to 
the agenda of the Synod Council meetings, which reassessed the decision and, at the 2000 Synod Assembly in 
Santa Cruz do Sul, approved the installation of headquarters in that city.

The synod covers a wide geographical area of the State of Rio Grande do Sul, where 74 municipalities are 
located, and in only eight of them there is no presence of IECLB. It consists of 26 parishes, 114 communities, 102 
preaching points, 36 ministerial activity fields, and a total of 54,000 members.

In addition to the organization of communities and parishes, the synod has work sectors with children, 
teenagers, young people, women, men, couples, and elderly. A great concern in community work and procla-
mation of the Gospel is to stand by all people, especially those most vulnerable in society, as the biblical word of 
1 John 3.18 testifies: “Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”

CAPA is a partner in the care of divine creation by encouraging agroecological production among family 
farmers who are members of IECLB and beyond confessional boundaries. CAPA’s incentive for agroecological 
production plays a fundamental role in the various benefits it provides, such as quality of life, quality of food, 
sustainability, valuing the rural worker, their stay in the rural environment and the preservation of the environ-
ment itself.

Apóstolo Paulo Evangelical Community
The creation of the Apóstolo Paulo Evangelical Community in 1979 was due to the desire of resident 

couples in the Arroio Grande neighborhood to seek a meeting space close to where they lived. Its first 



10

activity took place on June 11 of that same year. In 1998, the Apóstolo Paulo center became known as 
the Apóstolo Paulo Evangelical Community. It faced great challenges in building the temple, which was 
inaugurated in December 2013. Currently it brings together 503 families, around 1,300 people. It serves 
eight neighborhoods, and it is a younger community. Regarding the profile of the families that integrate it, 
they work in the industry, commerce, public services, education, as independent contractors, and in other 
activities.

The community has several working groups and meetings of the Auxiliary Order of Evangelical La-
dies (OASE), confirmatory teaching, children’s meetings, children’s mass, and youth meetings. In addition, 
there is the Apóstolo Paulo Music project, where children and young people learn to play instruments and 
often present themselves in masses and other festivities.

In 2020, with the COVID-19 pandemic, the working groups were unable to meet, and the masses 
started to take place online. In September, the community started the partnership with CAPA, offering 
the residents of the neighborhood the Ecovale agroecological market, with its organic products providing 
good food on the table.

HISTORY OF THE COMMERCIALIZATION SPACES

Community health and 
healthy eating groups

he experience of the Ecovale market at the headquarters of the Vale do Taquari Synod in 
the municipality of Teutônia is the result of the activities carried out by groups of Lutheran 
women, OASE women, and other faith confessions through the Community Health Project.

This project began in 2003, in a joint action of CAPA and the Vale do Taquari Synod, and was support-
ed by the FLD Small Projects Program for two consecutive periods (2003-2006). Currently, the activities 
are maintained through partnership contracts signed with municipalities and CAPA support, covering 24 
groups in four municipalities: Cruzeiro do Sul, Paverama, Teutônia, and Westfália.

Most of the groups are women, except for the Teutônia group of community health agents and 
the Reference Center for Social Assistance in the municipality of Westfália. The adherence of these 
latter audiences to the Community Health project dialogs and strengthens agroecology through lo-
cal public policies, promoting preventive health.

The Community Health proposal is to improve the quality of life of families through community 
organization, food and nutritional security and sovereignty, integral health, medicinal plants, and 
agroecological production. The meetings are moments of exchanges and strengthening of women’s 
knowledge, as well as spaces of education and training, with lectures and practical workshops for 
healthy and integral nutrition, of medicinal herbs and the homemade preparation of syrups, oint-
ments, dyes, and produce and agroecological management for family nourishment.

Along the way, women and their families were adhering to healthy eating habits, consuming or-
ganic foods cultivated by them, learning, and making agroecology in their territories. They began to 

T
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value and care for their teas, homemade preparations, vegetables, and orchards, promoting their 
food and nutritional security and that of their families.

During the advisory meetings, members of the CAPA team, the nurse and the monitor of the 
Community Health project were hearing from women that they had an interest in consuming and 
buying non-perishable organic products, such as rice, beans, brown sugar, flour, and others, to pre-
pare the recipes learned and improve family food options. This is evidenced in the testimony of Claire 
Valmi Schlabitz, a consumer of Ecovale and a member of the community health group, Teutônia 
neighborhood, in Teutônia, about what motivates these women to consume organic food:

Womens’ group 
CHP L. Wink

“In our home, we cultivate several foods organically, using the teachings of 
agroecology. I have been following the work of CAPA and Ecovale for some 
time, and I know that the products supplied are of good quality. I trust the 
way organic food is produced by cooperators, I know that they do not use 
agrochemicals and synthetic fertilizers. Organic foods do very well for my 
health and my family”.

In view of the demand of women and with information that there were few options to ac-
quire organic food from family agriculture, the start of the dialog process for the creation of the 
Ecovale Products Market in the Taquari Valley took place. The proposal was made for the CAPA 
Santa Cruz do Sul staff, and then there was a conversation with the Synodal Pastor Gilciney 
Tetzner, when the request of these people was dealt with, and they consulted the possibility 
of the Synodal House hosting the market of agroecological products of the cooperative once a 
month.

At the same time, the marketing opportunity was presented to the Ecovale Administrative 
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Launch of the 
Ecovale Market 
in the Vale do 
Taquari Synod

Agroecological Market of the Taquari Valley
The market welcomes all the people of the Taquari Valley community, taking place on Mondays 

every month, from 13h30min to 16h30min, in the hall of the Synodal House. The greatest demand 
for the products of the market comes from the women members of the community health groups 
and their families, but we also observe the demand from people who are outside the CAPA working 
field, who seek healthy and organic food. The talk of Sidemia Tiggemann Michel, a consumer and a 
member of the Community Health group of Linha Catarina, in Teutônia, contemplates the motiva-
tion of women to consume products from the Ecovale Market.

“I like buying Ecovale products very much, because they are organic, there-
fore healthy, without poison and that is what our body needs, asks for and 
thanks. Also, the taste is better, the aroma is wonderful. It’s the aroma of 
true food when preparing a meal. With time it is clear the body is healthier 
with organic food, and we want to live healthy for many years.”.

Council and was still in dialog with the Finance Office and Fiscal Department of the munici-
pality of Teutônia. After the talks and organization of the products, the Ecovale Products Market at the 
Synodal House of the Vale do Taquari Synod, installed in the main hall, was launched and promoted in 
August 2018 at the annual meeting of the groups of the Community Health project.
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The market promotion occurs mainly through WhatsApp, with the groups of the Commu-
nity Health project, action performed by the monitor. In addition, the market date is part of 
the Vale do Taquari Synodal Agenda, and women are reminded of the event at each meeting. 
Promotion also takes place through local newspapers and radio programs.

To compose Ecovale Agroecological Products Market at the synod, cooperative collaborators 
organize every month a stall with non-perishable products according to their availability, and 
perishable products, according to the production of each season of the year and the demand. 
The products marketed by the cooperative come from family farming, through the associates 
from the Rio Pardo Valley and Jacuí Valley. We highlight beans, mate, molasses, biscuits, rice, 
maize flour, among others.

Ecovale is based on farmers with products certified by the Ecovida Network’s participatory 
organic certification system. In addition to the products mentioned by Ecovale, there are also 
other partner cooperatives, of family agriculture and agroecological base, with organic certifi-
cation, which provide coffee, juices, oats, chestnut, apple vinegar and others.

There is a limit to the cooperative’s staff, which is quite small, and the institution cannot 
make someone from the team available and pay the travel to the market, so CAPA funds the 
transportation to the Synodal House in Teutônia. In addition, on the date chosen for the mar-
ket, a person from the CAPA team will always go to the Taquari Valley to provide advice to a 
community health group. So, the person who sells at the market is someone from the CAPA 
extension team in the Taquari Valley. The whole group understands that it is important to give 
this support to the cooperative as a way of meeting the demand of women in the Taquari Valley 
and to economically strengthen family farming at the base of Ecovale.

Leaflet of the Synod market.

Alternatives for 
commercialization of 
agroecological products 
in the face of the 
challenges provided by 
COVID-19

With the COVID-19 pandemic, as of April 2020, 
the market was suspended and the space was closed, 
following the recommendations of the sanitary au-
thorities and guidelines of the IECLB Board. Similar-
ly, the activities face-to-face with the community 
health groups were canceled. The pandemic brought 
new challenges for women seeking healthy food: 
How to access cooperative products? And Ecovale, 
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“I buy Ecovale products because I want my family to eat healthy food ev-
ery day. I know that with Ecovale products I will have more nutritious meals 
without pesticides, because they are produced organically, caring for and re-
specting nature. In addition to all these benefits, I still contribute to families 
living from family farming”.

WhatsApp service has been working every month, and sales and quantities of products have increased and 
encouraged the process of solidary commercialization. Another point to highlight is that through WhatsApp 
(one person passes the message to another), it was possible to reach people who are not part of the communi-
ty health group of CAPA, the community health project and, consequently, did not know Ecovale. In this way, 
Ecovale expanded its commercialization channel in the Taquari Valley, bringing healthy food to more people. At 
every monthly request and through the consumer’s reports, it is clear the market has provided the creation of a 
promising market for agroecological family farming. At the same time, the technical team of CAPA is aware that 
there are challenges for its full consolidation and has worked together with the cooperative and its social board, 
analyzing ways to overcome any difficulties presented by this commercialization format.

It should be emphasized that the partnership, disposition, and commitment of the Vale do Taquari Synod 
to host the agroecological products market has in its prophetic action been able to provide access to healthy 
foods, leading a dignified life and in abundance for all the people and families involved, through agroecology.

in turn, was also concerned: How to maintain its fiscal commitments and payments to associates? 
How to continue with sales and product offering? 

From this new reality, CAPA advisory team, together with Ecovale, needed to rethink and articulate 
how the products came to consumers in the Taquari Valley. One of the initiatives was the establishment 
of a network through WhatsApp, where the list of cooperative products is passed on each month to 
community health groups and stakeholders. People have 10 to 15 days to choose the products and for-
ward their orders to the Taquari Valley extension team, which provides the orders with the cooperative 
team and schedules the day of delivery. A person from the CAPA team comes to Santa Cruz do Sul to 
collect the requests and takes them to the Synodal House in Teutônia, where the delivery and collection 
is made, by schedule, without agglomeration and with the use of mask and hand sanitizer. It is important 
to note that the CAPA and cooperative teams maintain all care and protocols regarding COVID-19, in the 
handling, separation, and preparation of the items chosen at each request.

Although the space at the Synodal House started operating again in September, it was assessed that 
there would be no way to guarantee the health safety of those who went to the market. It was then 
chosen to maintain the WhatsApp lists, an initiative that has been shown to be very promising and with 
good economic results for the social board of the cooperative, meeting positively the expectations of the 
consumer public, as can be seen in Rosana Heinemann’s report, consumer of Ecovale and a member of 
the community health group of the Canabarro neighborhood in Teutônia.
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“The Ecovale market, which takes place almost monthly at the Synod’s headquar-
ters, is of paramount importance for the development of agroecology. With the 
support from the municipality of Teutônia, a law was approved that allows its op-
eration without the requirement of specific taxation or collection, because it is of 
social interest and benefit. For us, as synod, the market represents the completion 
of the training work that takes place in community health groups. After all, from 
the awareness about healthy eating, the expectation arises for consuming healthy 
and natural foods, but also produced by family farming. Through the market, there-
fore, we were able to offer good food to people, as well as support their production 
in a context marked by agribusiness”.

Next, a brief account of the Synodal Pastor Gilciney Tetzner on the market.

CAPA, together with the Vale do Taquari Synod, community health groups and the Ecova-
le cooperative, focuses on agroecology, community organization and cooperation as a way of 
providing food and nutritional security and sovereignty for all people. It also constantly acts to 
strengthen the agroecological family farming of the region, providing a dignified and healthy life 
for all people.

Agroecological market in the Apóstolo 
Paulo community in Santa Cruz do Sul

Ana Nery market
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The proposal to hold a market in a neigh-
borhood of Santa Cruz do Sul was an ancient 
dream of the CAPA Santa Cruz, and in 2019, 
during informal talks with Pastor Anelise Len-
gler Abentroth and Pastor Vilmar Abentroth, 
of the Apóstolo Paulo community, this possi-
bility arose. There were also already favorable 
demonstrations by representatives of the Small 
Farmers’ Movement (MPA), which are part of 
the Origem Camponesa farmer’s group, of look-
ing for a place in a neighborhood of the city to 
hold an agroecological market.

The talks resumed in 2020, but with the be-
ginning of the COVID-19 pandemic they were 
left in the background. In June, MPA and CAPA 
team representatives held a virtual meeting to 
discuss the market in the neighborhood and 
agreed that it should start by October 2020 at 
the latest – or only in March 2021.

Given the production capacity and the im-
portance of agroecological foods to contribute 
to health, especially during the pandemic, it was 
thought that would be ideal to start the market 
in 2020. After this meeting, CAPA coordinator 
contacted Pastor Anelise Lengler Abentroth and Pastor Vilmar Abentroth to organize the next steps 
for opening the market.

In July, a first conversation was held with the community president, Paulo Pranke, when the 
idea of CAPA/Ecovale was presented to hold an agroecological market. After this conversation, the 
president convened a meeting with the Community Board to address the topic. With the approval 
of the board, a face-to-face conversation was held on July 29 in the community pavilion, respecting 
the distancing rules, in which the pastors, president, secretary, treasurer, community secretary, and 
the members of the CAPA team participated. The proposal to hold the agroecological market was 
presented and discussed about how commercialization would take place, the place in the pavilion, 
how the access of consumers would be, among other points, such as working days and hours. At the 
same meeting, the date of September 25 was set for its beginning. In terms of promotion, it is im-
portant to emphasize that the people belonging to the community mobilized their families on social 
media about the proposal; also, websites were made available to make the promotion. Leaflets were 
made, distributed during a takeaway lunch, held 14 days before the beginning of the market, and the 
community also gave a place in the gate space to fix a promotion banner.

In their account, Pastor Anelise Lengler Abentroth and Pastor Vilmar Abentroth of the Apóstolo 
Paulo Community tell us about the partnership.

Promotion leaflet of the market in 
the Apóstolo Paulo Community
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“In the Apóstolo Paulo Community, several groups gather themselves. One of 
them is the elderly group Viver Melhor, with about 80 people. Among the ac-
tivities and lectures in 2019, we had the nutritionist and nurse of CAPA/Santa 
Cruz do Sul talking about care and healthy eating. Also, we watched the video 
produced by the Vale do Taquari Synod, reporting on the experience of health 
groups. From these events, the desire for more meetings on this theme was born 
in 2020. But the pandemic has changed everything. We could no longer meet in 
person. But the desire for healthy habits and good food free from agrochemicals 
remained on the horizon, especially in the face of the threat of COVID-19. In 
August this year, the CAPA coordination sought us to see the possibility of using 
the community space for the agroecological market. The community leadership 
saw this opportunity with good eyes and opened the door so that at the end of 
September the market would start its activities, always on Friday afternoons. 
We believe that this step is the beginning of a journey that, as far as possible, 
we can intensify our desire to bring the families of the close neighborhoods to 
have good food on the table!”

Ana Nery’s agroecological market, in partnership with the Apóstolo Paulo Evangelical Community, 
was inaugurated on September 25, 2020. Every Friday, the sale takes place from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., in the 
pavilion of the Apóstolo Paulo Evangelical Community. It is important to emphasize that all the distanc-
ing rules and sanitary conditions for coping with COVID-19 are observed, with access being allowed only 
with the use of masks and hand sanitizer being made available to consumers and marketers.

The products marketed are vegetables, greens, tubercles, roots, fruits, breads, eggs, and products of 
the Ecovale cooperative, including grains, flours, biscuits, mate, canned goods, brown sugar, molasses, 
schmier, juices, popsicles, and native fruit pulps (araçá, açaí, guabiroba, butiá). The organization and com-
mercialization of the market is carried out by the Origem Camponesa group, linked to the MPA. Today, 
about eight families in the municipalities of Rio Pardo, Vale do Sol, and Santa Cruz market their vegeta-
bles and fruits, in addition to the products offered by Ecovale.

The Origem Camponesa group is responsible for organizing requests with farming families, collect-
ing products, setting up the stall, and marketing. It is also agreed that, due to the partnership with the 
Lutheran community, CAPA will be present at the market in the early months, being represented by a 
person of the team.

The Apóstolo Paulo community made available tables for the exhibition of products, access to bath-
rooms, and electricity. Consumers are members of the Lutheran community and from close quarters.

For the President of the community, Paulo Pranke, the initiative helps to maintain healthy eating hab-
its for both members and the general population.
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“It is always good to partner in this direction, to preserve healthy life and at 
the same time to preserve the environment”.

The Synod Pastor Décio Weber affirms the importance of CAPA’s work and the promotion 
of agroecological markets.

“CAPA has been able to establish important partnerships with communities, both 
in rural and urban environments. In the rural environment, by monitoring the farmer 
and encouraging agroecological production. In the urban environment, by commer-
cializing products at markets, generating a rapprochement between producers and 
consumers. In the market, a socio-affective relationship is created, since the rela-
tionship between the producers and the consumers is more intense; bonds are cre-
ated that do not simply translate into buying and selling, but also into the relation-
ship of trust in what it is being bought, knowledge of the consumer’s needs, besides 
promoting social and harmonious interrelationship among people. And, no less im-
portant, through agroecological markets, it plays an important role in the disposal of 
production from family farming, becoming important for guaranteeing the socioeco-
nomic reproduction of many families living in the field, because it allows the family 
farmer to complement family income. I would also point out that CAPA has estab-
lished proximity and partnership with the Apóstolo Paulo community, a community 
of faith, which supports agroecological production not only through the purchase of 
products, but through the free granting of the physical space (community hall) for 
the installation of the agroecological market. We pray to God the Creator to always 
encourage again people to continue CAPA’s work, so that the witness and actions of 
care with its creation will follow through the hands of so many different people”.

Despite the short time of the market and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in face-to-face 
activities, the initial assessment is that the idea was right, and it is a matter of time for this partner-
ship with the community to consolidate and serve as an example for other communities and groups 
of farmers or cooperatives to follow and implement.
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The importance of agroecological markets
at IECLB spaces

Ecovale, together with CAPA, believes that these two markets in the scope of IECLB, in-
volving two synods, is something innovative in the regions of the Taquari Valley and Rio Pardo 
Valley. Although IECLB created and supported CAPA’s work for all these years, having access to 
spaces such as those mentioned is very significant for the consolidation of the transforming 
proposal to which these institutions propose, which is the promotion of agroecology, strength-
ening family agriculture, cooperatives, healthy consumption, solidarity, and awareness, leading 
to a dignified life to all people.

For Santa Cruz CAPA coordination, Melissa Lenz, the experience has been rewarding.

“For CAPA, it is very important and rewarding to partner with IECLB in promot-
ing agroecology in church spaces. These are two initiatives: one of them at the 
Vale do Taquari Synod in Teutônia, where women’s groups become consumers 
of GOOD FOOD ON THE TABLE through the work done by CAPA in partnership 
with the Vale do Taquari Synod since 2003. Thus, the Ecovale Market was born 
within the space of the synod; the second experience, from the Ecovale Market 
at the Centro-Campanha Sul Synod, comes from an old dream, of giving all peo-
ple access to ECOLOGICAL FOOD. Thus, in partnership dialogs with the MPA, 
and the partnership of the pastors, and Apóstolo Paulo Community presbyter-
ate of the Parish of Santa Cruz, the market begins, in the community space and 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. These are two significant and motivating expe-
riences that meet the biblical motto of IECLB when CAPA was created, which is in 
John 10.10: “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly”.

There is a great concern of people with health and healthy eating. The proposal of the mar-
kets is to provide access to nutritious and agroecological food, since the spaces are open to the 
general public, regardless of their faith confession. Together with this, the markets strengthen 
and promote the permanence of farming families in the field, producing healthy food, com-
mercialization, and providing their livelihood through the Ecovale cooperative and its commer-
cialization channels. Ecovale is the only long-standing reference for a regional cooperative of 
agroecological family farming in the two Valleys, a recognition gained for its reliability and com-
mitment to its consumer public.

Ecovale realizes that it is of great importance to be able to count on the partnership of 
IECLB and this is clear in the account of its President, Lori Maria Stülp Weber.
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“Ecovale feels very valued and prestigious by IECLB. Since its creation, 
the church has made very important partnerships with the cooperative, 
in its meetings throughout the state, placing a space to sell the prod-
ucts. Likewise, it recently opened two important spaces in its centers. 
The first, in the municipality of Teutônia, at the headquarters of the 
Vale do Taquari Synod, and the second in Santa Cruz, in the Apóstolo 
Paulo community, to market products. This partnership certainly helps 
a lot the members, as well as consumers”.

The Ecovale cooperative, together with its social board, and the CAPA team believe in the 
potential of these markets and the benefits they provide to all the people involved, the envi-
ronment, and the local economy. Strengthening these markets is a priority at the current junc-
ture, as good food is one of the factors that contribute to strengthening health in pandemic 
times and income generation for agroecological farming families, ensuring their survival.
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I know that with Ecovale products I will have more nutritious meals 
without pesticides, because they are produced organically, caring for and re-
specting nature. In addition to all these benefits, I still contribute to families 
living from family farming.

Consumer and member of the community health group in Teutônia Rosana Heinemann

CAPA has established proximity and partnership with the Apóstolo Pau-
lo community, which supports agroecological production through the pur-
chase of products and through the free granting of the physical space  for 
the installation of the agroecological market.

Synodal Pastor Décio Weber Synod Centro Campanha-Sul/IECLB  

Through the market we were able to offer good food to people, as well as 
support their production in a context marked by agribusiness

Synodal Pastor Gilciney Tetzner Synod Vale do Taquari/IECLB 

Ecovale agroecological 
markets at IECLB spaces 

Realização

Apoio


