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Presentation

This publication reports the experience of implementing the municipal organic food policy in 
schools of the city of Marechal Cândido Rondon, in the state of Paraná, a pioneering initiative in 
that state and in Brazil. The systematization details the set of elements constituted from the joint 
effort of government and civil society, to guarantee healthy and pesticide-free food in schools and 
to encourage and value farming families. This publication was promoted by the Working Group on 
Fair Trade and Solidarity Commercialization of the FLD-CAPA, created in the ongoing process of 
elaboration of the institutional Political Pedagogical Project and strengthened through the project 
Expansion of the Solidarity and Fair Trade Network: Interweaving communities of the countryside 
and the city, which has the support from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

The WG conducts studies, debates, and promotes fair trade and solidarity commercialization 
initiatives of associations and cooperatives of family agriculture, assisted by the Center for the Su-
pport and Promotion of Agroecology (CAPA), and solidarity economy enterprises, assisted by the 
Lutheran Foundation of Diakonia (FLD) — in expanding access to healthy food, responsible con-
sumption, and solidarity relations between the countryside and the city. The FLD also acts in su-
pport for grassroots organizations through the Small Projects Program (PPP), which supports dozens 
of transformative actions every year. The work is based on transformative diakonia with gender 
justice and social and environmental justice, supported by Bread for the World through three-year 
projects.

In this publication, we present a summary of the learnings from the participation of the nucleus 
of CAPA Marechal Cândido Rondon and of the Central Association of Rural Ecological Producers 
(Acempre) in the process of constitution, actualization, and implementation of the municipal policy 
for organic food. We also analyze publications and public documents related to food and nutritional 
security and sovereignty and reports from public managers.

Experience has shown important results of the initiative, such as increasing children’s consump-
tion of healthy food, valuing local food diversity and culture, and strengthening agroecological fa-
mily farming. Certainly, there are still challenges, such as increasing diversity and adapting to the 
seasonality of crops of food interest. The important role of CAPA advisory to the association and to 
the farming families is highlighted, as well as the role of family and peasant farming as a producer of 
healthy food.
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Organic and agroecological 
food in schools

The National School Food Pro-
gram (PNAE), established in Brazil 
under Law 11.947/2009, of June 16, 
2009, aims to contribute to biopsy-
chosocial growth and development, 
learning, school performance, and 
the formation of healthy eating ha-
bits of students. This is done through 
actions of food and nutritional edu-
cation and the supply of meals that 
meet nutritional needs during the 
school period (BRASIL, 2009). This 
policy has increasingly gained a rele-
vance between farming families and 
their organizations, considering the 
qualitative and effective participa-
tion in the development of this pro-
cess consistently. 

For the city of Marechal Cândido 
Rondon, in the State of Paraná, scho-
ol food becomes more prominent and 
recognized after the approval of the 
Municipal Law 4904/2016, of De-
cember 16, 2016, which instituted 
the mandatory purchase of organic 

and agroecological food for schools. This municipal law is based on three conditions for its 
implementation: the role of family and peasant agriculture as a producer of healthy food; 
agroecology, as a science and project of sustainable production; and education for respon-
sible consumption, valuing local and regional products, and serving as an educational and 
pedagogical process to be worked within the school community.

This publication reports the process of construction and implementation of the muni-
cipal policy of organic school food in Marechal Cândido Rondon. In the first part, the path 
and foundations of the PNAE are described, based on the current laws and theoretical do-
cuments that deal with the topic. In the second part, the importance and implementation 
of this policy in the city are addressed. Finally, the results and challenges of this process are 
presented to improve the development of public policies for the sector. 

To generate this systematization of experience, publications and public documents related 
to food and nutritional security (SAN) were used, as well as testimonials and reports of techni-

PNAE was instituted in Brazil as of Law 11.947 of 2009.
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Importance of PNAE in school food 
The PNAE, which began in the decade of 1950, is considered one of the oldest and most con-

sistent public food policies in Brazil. It has worldwide recognition for its effectiveness and for its 
historical structuring and occurs through campaigns, with food distribution in schools, when it 
has gained national coverage. From 1988 onwards, the Federal Constitution determines that it 
is the duty of the State to guarantee school food to students in the public education network.

In 2001, by means of a provisional measure, the use of foodstuffs related to regional die-
tary habits gained priority in the program. Another important milestone in the PNAE was the 
emergence of social control through the School Food Council (CAE) in 2000. Since 2005, the 
PNAE became part of the National Food and Nutrition Security Policy (STOLARSKI, 2014) and, 
in 2006, the obligation of nutritionist professionals was established as technicians responsible 
for the program in the cities.

After the approval of Law no. 11.947/2009 of June 16, 2009, and resolutions no. 26/2013 
of June 17, 2013, which affirm the importance of school and nutritional food, there was the 
strengthening and enhancement of family farming with the purchase of organic food from an 
ecological basis (organic and/or agroecological) (REIS, 2016). According to this Law, at least 30% 
of the value passed on to States, cities, and the Federal District by the National Fund for Educa-
tion Development (FNDE) for PNAE must be used compulsorily to buy foodstuffs from family-
-based agriculture (FNDE, 2016). This percentage of acquisition may increase according to the 
condition of each operating site.

Thus, the PNAE is characterized as a public policy that can and should be used as a state 
tool to reach food and nutritional security, based on the provision of quality food for students 
in the public education network, and as a commercialization alternative for family-based and 
peasant farming.  

Law 11.947 of June 16, 2009:

Article 14. Of the total financial resources transferred by the FNDE, within the fra-
mework of the PNAE, at least 30% (thirty percent) should be used in the acquisition of 
foodstuffs directly from family farming and the rural family entrepreneur or of their orga-
nizations, prioritizing the settlements of agrarian reform, traditional indigenous communi-
ties, and quilombola communities.

cal assistance and rural extension (Ater) from CAPA technicians and municipal managers. Dia-
logs were also held with the farmer families organized and included in the Central Association 
of Ecological Rural Producers (Acempre).
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The commercialization of food for farming families through the PNAE has gained increasing 
importance for the generation and composition of family income. Regarding the sale values for 
the PNAE, resolution no. 25, of July 4, 2012, changes the value from R$ 9,000 to R$ 20,000 per 
declaration of suitability (DAP) to the National Program for Strengthening of Family Agricultu-
re (Pronaf)/year. This amount represents, on average, R$ 1,600 reais/month/DAP and can also 
be added when operated by different government, states, or cities.

According to Carvalho and Castro (2009), school nutrition involves cultural-territorial aspects, be-
sides socioeconomic, environmental, and political-institutional interactions, with respect to the nature 
cycle, since it contributes to sustainable rural development and directly involves families engaged in food 
production, to meet the basic need of the individual not to feel hungry to promote food and nutritional 
security and the human right to adequate food. For the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

§ 1º The acquisition of which this Article is about may be carried out without the bi-
dding procedure, provided that the prices are compatible with those in force on the local 
market, observing the principles enshrined in Article 37 of the Federal Constitution, and 
that the food meets the quality control requirements established by the rules governing 
the matter.

Short commercialization circuits are strengthened within the 
PNAE scope,because local production is prioritized.
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Brief context of family farming in Brazil
Family agriculture comprises a great cultural, social, and economic diversity, from the peasan-

try to modernized production. Family-based agricultural production is recognized as an economic 
activity under Law no. 11.326 of July 24, 2006, considering that the activity is in the rural envi-
ronment, it has the area of up to four tax modules, the labor force is the family itself, minimum 
percentage of family income originated from economic activities of its business, and management 
of the enterprise by the family itself (BRASIL, 2021). However, even with the diversity of produc-
tion that family farming provides, it keeps representing only 23% of the total agricultural area of 
the country. Farmers’ families are recognized by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Supply 
(MAPA) in Brazil through a declaration of suitability to the National Program for Strengthening of 
Family Agriculture. This document is the instrument for identifying families who reside and work 
in the field, used for access to public policies, as well as the PNAE (MAPA, 2021).

Analyzing the data from the Brazilian Census of Agriculture from 2006 and 2017, in 2006, fa-
mily agriculture accounted for 84% of total rural business, totaling 4,4 million. While in 2017, this 
percentage fell to 77%, a drop of 9.5%, corresponding to 3,8 million rural business. The reduction 
in the number of rural businesses was due to the change of criteria in the legislation for classifying 
the category, according to the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE). In general, 
family agricultural production has remained, even in the face of climatic and social adversities, 
such as the aging of the field, the advance of agribusiness over the territories, the liberation of 
agrochemicals, and the dismantling of public policies of family agriculture at the national level.

Family farming continues to produce around 70% of the food of Brazilian families. It refers 
to household food base items such as beans, rice, fruit, vegetables, milk, bread, among others. The 
segment corresponds to 48% of coffee and banana production, 80% of cassava production, 69% of 
pineapple, and 42% of beans (IBGE, 2017).

To expand and strengthen food production, states and cities can draw up their own legislation. This 
is the case in the state of Paraná, which instituted the organic school meals, according to Law no. 16.751 
of December 29, 2010. The Law intends to gradually increase the purchase of organic food for school 
meals in the State education network until it reaches all the resources applied. The decree of regula-
tion was published only a decade later, Decree no. 4211, of March 06, 2020, presenting a timetable for 
gradual expansion of the purchase to reach the percentage of 100% in 2030.

Nations (2015), the provision of healthy eating for all students enrolled in public schools is fundamental 
in the fight against food insecurity. 

The PNAE stands out not only for the sustainable purchase of food and for income generation, but 
also for the diversification and better quality of food, reduced transport costs, the enhancement and re-
demption of regional food habits, and the strengthening of trust relationships, especially among farming 
families and their organizations, technical advice, and public administration. In this context, it provides 
for the strengthening of short commercialization circuits, because it regionalizes production and fairly 
rewards transport.
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Background, paths, and the creation of the 
municipal Law in Marechal Cândido Rondon 

In the State of Paraná, the West Region is established as the main grain producer, and it brings 
with it high rates of pesticide use. In contrast to this model of excluding agriculture and degrading 
of natural resources, resistance initiatives are being taken, involving groups of agroecological far-
ming families. The families create dynamics of productive organization, of different agroindustria-
lization and commercialization.

The city of Marechal Cândido Rondon has been an example in the national scope regarding 
the implementation of public policies to promote and encourage the organic and agroecological 
production of family farming. The city is in the western region of Paraná, in the geographic coor-
dinates of 24° 33’ 21”S; 54° 03’ 25”W, with an area of 748,002 km², and a distance of 584,52 km 
from the capital Curitiba. It is geographically limited to the cities of Mercedes, to the north; Nova 
Santa Rosa, to the northeast; San José das Palmeiras, to the south; Entre Rios do Oeste, to the 
southwest; and to the west, with Pato Bragado and the Republic of Paraguay (IPARDES, 2021).

The political emancipation of Marechal Cândido Rondon was in 1960. In 2017, there was an 
estimated population of 53,495 inhabitants, according to data from the IBGE census of 2017. The 
degree of urbanization is 83%, the human development index is 0.77, above the State index, whi-
ch is 0.74 (IBGE, 2021). The city was colonized by descendants of Europeans from the second half 
of the 20th century and developed on a model of modern agriculture. Currently, its economy is 
predominantly based on cattle breeding and agriculture (soybean, cassava, corn, fruit, tobacco, 
beans, milk cattle, poultry, pigs, etc.), in industry (extractive, processing, furniture, and food), 
in agroindustries (dairy, food) and services.

The city is a regional reference as a producer of agroecological food, and the families involved 
sell their products in the Central Association of Ecological Rural Producers (ACEMPRE), at pro-
ducer markets, in local supermarkets, and regional cooperatives. In the 1990s, several families 

The Alves family has its production unit certified by the Ecovida network,
commercialized for the Rondon School Food, and receives technical assistance from CAPA.
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began producing organic fruit and vegetable, encouraged by technical support from CAPA.
CAPA is an organization of the civil society, operating in the three states of Southern Bra-

zil - Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, and Paraná. The nucleus of CAPA of Marechal Candido 
Rondon has been operating in Western Paraná since 1997, with family farmers, settled people 
of agrarian reform, fishermen, and indigenous communities. Its work is characterized by provi-
ding technical advice and rural extension to families, collectives, associations, and cooperati-
ves, contributing qualitatively to these realities, strengthening the promotion of agroecology.

Marechal Cândido Rondon has a differentiated work in relation to the encouragement and 
purchases of food from family farming destined for school food. In 2021, around 5,400 students 
are enrolled in the municipal school network, which includes municipal schools and municipal 
children’s education centers (CMEIs). Providing food in schools is regarded as the largest res-
taurant of daily meals provided in the city. It is a relevant action that occurs daily, following the 
school calendar.

The amount passed for student/school day are: Nursery: R$ 1.07; Pre-school: R$ 0.53; indi-
genous and quilombola schools: R$ 0.64; primary and secondary education: R$ 0.36; education 
of young people and adults: R$ 0.32; full education: R$ 1.07; full-time high-school develop-
ment program: R$ 2.00; students attending specialized education at extra-curricular shift: R$ 
0.53. Marechal Cândido Rondon complements with about 60% of the budget of purchases from 
family farming. Without complementation with the city’s own resources, it is impossible to 
supply food that is adequate, with sufficient quality and quantities to meet the program gui-
delines. 

Purchases of family farming in Marechal Cândido Rondon began in 2009 as an effect of the 
application of Law no. 11.947 of June 16, 2009. The percentage of the resource earmarked for 
family farming in relation to the total grew rapidly, reaching 40% of the budget for 2011. The 
dynamic of Marechal Cândido Rondon was faster if we compare to the percentage predicted by 
the state of Paraná, which was of using 3% of resources for purchases of family farming in 2011 
(MELON, 2012). Organizational dynamics depend heavily on program managers. In the case 
of Marechal Cândido Rondon, the evolution of the first years of application of Law no. 11.947 
shows that it is not difficult to reach rapidly the 30% of the PNAE budget with family farming 
products.

The demand is collectively elaborated by nutritionists, educational institutions (schools 
and CMEIs), technical assistance and rural extension (Ater) organizations, and suppliers, being 
performed twice a year. Every semester a public call takes place, with volumes and prices of 
the products to be purchased. Prices are defined by the average of the prices paid to farming 
families by three retail markets, giving local preference to rural producers’ markets, Acempre’s 
permanent market, cooperatives and, in the absence of listing some items, prices are collected 
in organic product markets in state or national terms.

In 2015, the Municipal Council for Food and Nutrition Security (Comsea) was established 
and structured, which has as objectives to coordinate, monitor, and support the implementa-
tion of public actions and policies related to SAN issues in the city. The Comsea includes Acem-
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pre, the State University of Western Paraná (UNIOESTE), CAPA and municipal departments of 
education, health, agriculture, and social assistance.

From the Comsea’s works, the creation of the Intersectoral Food and Nutrition Security 
Chamber was established in the city. As a result of this collective, integrated, and articulated 
work among the organizations involved, the Municipal Plan for Food and Nutrition Security was 
developed. The plan served as a subsidy for the preparation and approval of Law no. 4.906 of 
December 16, 2016, regulated by Decree no. 339 of October 30, 2018. This decree deals with the 
compulsory purchase of organic or agroecological food for supply in the municipal education 
system of Marechal Cândido Rondon.

The impetus for the formulation of the municipal law came from the experience already 
started in the city of São Paulo (SP), which had constituted a local law that was under deve-
lopment and was used as a legal parameter. A regional WG was created, with leaders from fa-
mily agriculture cooperatives, CAPA members, the Sustainable Rural Development Program of 
Itaipu Binacional, the Federal University of Latin American Integration (UNILA), Unioeste, and 
from the Association of Nutritionists of the West Paraná. The members of this WG deepened 
the debate on the implementation of the law in cities of the West Region, involving municipal 
managers. But only in the city of Marechal Cândido Rondon, people involved in the process fou-
nd “fertile land” for processing and approving the law.

The resource management is centralized, that is, the purchase is made by the city hall and 
distributed to the educational institutions. The sources of resources are the values passed on 
by the FNDE and by the own resources of the city hall.  The amount passed by FNDE is defined 
according to the stage and modality of teaching. The pass is made directly to the states and 
cities, based on the school census carried out in the year preceding the year of service. Based on 
this amount, they define the percentage of purchases from family farming to be made and the 
counterpart amount from the city to meet the demand.

Public call for purchasing organic and agroecological food.
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Social organization of farming families 
to provide healthy food

Participation and access to the execution of the municipal program take place from the so-
cial organization of the families that make up Acempre. This institution provides legal condition 

Another impact factor for the participation in the school food project is the payment of 30% 
more for certified organic products and 10% for products in agroecological transition than for 
conventional products, as provided for in Article 7 of Law no. 4.904/2016, of August 24, 2016. 
Certification must be attested by bodies duly accredited by MAPA, in accordance with the cur-
rent legislation. Most families participating in the project are certified by the Ecovida Network 
of Agroecology. The implementation of the law took place in a gradual manner, with the esta-
blishment of goals, as stated in Article 9.

Until 2020, even in the Covid-19 pandemic situation, 83% of food purchased for school food 
supplies were organic. However, in 2021, it will not be possible to achieve the 100% target. In this 
year, there was a resumption of face-to-face classes in hybrid mode, and the quantities of products 
delivered weekly are less than the quantities of the year 2020 for assembling the sets.

The program is monitored and audited directly by the society through the CAE, the FNDE, the 
Court of Accounts of the Union, the Comptroller General of the Union, and the Office of the Public 
Prosecutor (FNDE, 2021).

Law 4.904/ 2016 of August 24, 2016:

Article 9. § 1º The implementation of this law will follow the schedule below of progressive 
acquisition targets of the percentage acquired from family agriculture with resources from 
the PNAE:

I - 2017 minimum 20% (twenty percent):
II - 2018 minimum of 30% (thirty percent):
III - 2019 minimum of 50% (fifty percent):
IV - 2020 minimum of 75% (seventy five percent):
VI - 2021 up to 100% (one hundred percent).
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for all the associated farming families to participate in the public calls launched by the munici-
pal government for the purchase of food to be sent to schools. 

Acempre is an association founded in 1992, with headquarters in Marechal Cândido Rondon. 
It was created with the objective of aggregating, organizing, and representing farming families, 
encouraging sustainable production, and enabling commercialization. Its social framework is 
composed of 81 associated families, from eight cities in the Western Region of Paraná. In this 
group, discussions are held on participatory management, production, organization, commer-
cialization, and certification. Throughout its history, it has always played a strategic regional 
role, especially in the areas of social organization and commercialization.

The association develops actions in integration with CAPA, which carries out the techni-
cal follow-up of the farming families and association, with a focus on sustainable production, 
agroecology, agroecological conversion, and participatory certification.

In 2021, 41 families of the social board are participating in the Marechal Cândido Rondon 
school food project. Of these, 23 have organic certification by the Ecovida Network of Agroeco-
logy, and the other eight are in the process of transition to certification. For products, there are 
more than 100 types, among organic, transitional and conventional, divided into the following 
groups: 1- fruits (20 items), 2- frozen fruits (eight items), 3- vegetables and seeds (13 items), 4- 
vegetables and tubers (19 items), 5- spices (eight items), 6- milk and derivatives- (two items), 

41 families members of Acempre take part of the school food project.
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7- panified and pasta (seven items), 8- animal origin (one item), 9- juices (one item), 10- su-
pplements (five items), 11- legumes (four items), and 12- cereals (10 items). It is noteworthy that 
it is not all products that are fully serviced as organic, some are still in the process of transition 
and others are still conventional. The ongoing project has a total amount of R$ 685,588.39.   

The process of designing the projects is done collectively. The distribution planning for food 
in the demand is developed according to the production capacity, structuring, and interest of 
each family. Some are more dedicated to the production of leafy vegetables; others, in the pro-
duction of tubers, for example. Adjustments are made by the technical team of CAPA, who 
knows the reality of each family. The demands of products and quantities are passed on we-
ekly to the school food sector of the city, and then there is a weekly planning with the families. 
Contact with families is made through a WhatsApp group, exclusive for the communication of 
school food. Deliveries are made on Mondays and Tuesdays in the morning at Acempre head-
quarters, which makes the receipt, quality conference, controls, and delivery of the totals to 
the city hall. The city hall handles distribution to schools and CMEIs both in the city and in the 
districts.

Achievements and challenges of 
organic school food

The contribution of the school food program to increasing the income of farming families 
is significant and of great relevance to their strengthening. The entire execution process, from 
production to delivery, is planned in a prior and joint manner, minimizing unnecessary los-
ses and efforts. Thus, there is a scheduled division of functions and tasks among the people 
involved, mainly facilitating the generation of production plans according to the demands of 
purchases, providing the best performance by the families in the field. This way, the family can 
develop productive planning more efficiently.

The practice of differentiated prices for certified organic products is one of the reasons why 
farming families seek certification. This process necessarily leads to a working group dynamic, 
which involves the other families interested in achieving certification of their respective areas, 
as foreseen and determined by the norms of national legislation and the operationalization 
promoted by the Ecovida certifier. This collective movement allows for internalizing discussions 
on different topics of interest, such as food and health. The practice of family meetings needs 
to be regular and periodic.

Among the farming families, it is notable their concern for health generation from healthy 
food and the great satisfaction that they have in giving society food free from pesticides, es-
pecially for children who represent a highly vulnerable group. The consumption of organic food 
is essential for the process of developing and growing it. It is impossible to think about health 
promotion without taking account local and regional food production methods and practices. 
This is characterized as an action of solidarity and respect for people
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The experience of the municipal PNAE of Marechal Cândido Rondon is successful and 
an example to be followed. However, there are many challenges to be worked on and over-
come. One of them is the diversity and seasonality of species and crops of food interest. 
The nutritionist, cooks, and program managers increasingly need to know the diversity of 
existing and possible foods to be produced at each site and their respective times of pro-
duction, moving increasingly forward in their use. 

For example, to report a real situation, in the West Region of Paraná, it is difficult to 
produce apple; but banana, papaya, and guava produce very well. This way, substitutions 
can be made according to nutritional standards. The nutritionists of the city have been 
open to dialog, and this openness has been fundamental throughout the years of carrying 
out the work. The list of products to be proposed in the billing is shared with the technical 
body of CAPA before it is published, for adjustments and inclusions, among others. This 
good relationship among public authorities and the organizations is indispensable for the 
good progress of the projects.

There are other factors that do not depend on families, such as weather conditions – es-
pecially long-lasting dry weather and strong frost. This ends up interfering with the deter-
mined production plans. This situation can be minimized by advancing the productive and 
technological structuring of production systems. Irrigation systems, protected cultivation, 
and inputs are demands to be worked on and that necessarily need public support policies, 
since families do not have the working capital or accumulated resources that provide in-
vestment. 

Diversity and seasonality of species and cultures must be considered in school food.
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The establishment of public support and incentive initiatives to advance the structuring 
of farming families is of great importance in qualifying and achieving the supply of 100% 
organic school food. Currently, the city of Marechal Cândido Rondon has not been able to 
move in this direction. All the items and foods available today are produced based on the 
investments of the families, and many of them have few or no productive structuring to 
produce seedlings and installation of irrigation systems and greenhouses.

At the moment, the group of products of animal origin is the biggest challenge. Pasteu-
rized milk is an example. Although milk production is strong as a family income activity, 
there are no family agroindustries with a registration in the animal inspection service for 
milk pasteurization and delivery in school meals. Families claim that investment for ade-
quacy and equipment is high, such as the need for a refrigerated vehicle. Due to the re-
quirement to deliver peer-to-peer in schools, the trip to districts — where the number of 
students is low — does not compensate. For example, the city center is approximately 30 
km away from the district of Porto Mendes. When analyzing the quantity in liters of milk in 
demand in the last billing, no. 002/2020, of 3,600 liters in the amount of R$ 3.93/L paid 
for organic milk, a total of R$ 14,148.00 does not reach the ceiling of R$ 20,000.00 which 
can be marketed by DAP/year. In general, products of animal origin have set prices, which 
are not attractive to families to invest and dedicate themselves.

Other challenging factors are directly linked to families. Among them, the quality stan-
dards of products are cited, due to lack of production structure, such as greenhouses, irriga-
tion systems, soil management practices, seedling quality, varieties, and even the vocation 
to the activity. In such cases, the qualification generated from the technical monitoring is 
essential to contribute to overcoming the existing limits.

It is also noted that there is a lack of support for agroindustrialization in the city, which 
can give bureaucracy and requirements for sanitary adjustments, a lack of public policy of 
encouragement or a lack of interest, and vocation from families. In general, much is lost in 
fruits and vegetables that could be used and processed, including by Acempre itself, by the 

Production plans need to be constantly aligned and adjusted for program efficiency.
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constitution of a collective agroindustry integrating the associates. This would give value 
and provide a condition for increasing the availability and durability of products, quali-
fying the offer for school food and direct commercialization to consumers, meeting quality 
standards.

The amount paid for vegetables, fruit, and other food has kept a pricing policy that 
follows the criteria established by law and gives a fair price to producer families. Because 
investments are smaller, short-cycle species are more attractive for families to produce, 
since the return is faster. However, it requires more intensive care. To balance this, it is 
necessary to implement an integrated planning methodology, involving the entire family 
frame concerned.

The importance of technical assistance to projects is highlighted. In this case, by CAPA 
technicians, which contribute directly to the association and families. Production plans 
need to be very well aligned and constantly adjusted so that they do not overlap products 
that are easier to produce, such as lettuce, endive, chicory, arugula, among others, and that 
attract a greater number of consumers. These products enter the large groups of foliage 
that are included on the menus daily, but with some limitation of acceptance of consump-
tion. On the other hand, products that require more time and care in production, such as 
carrots, beet, tomatoes, cauliflowers, broccoli, and beans are lacking more easily.

The good execution of the school food program also depends on other actors who are 
not exclusively involved in the production, purchase, and distribution, such as the school 
community and, in particular, the cooks and people who prepare the meal. These need to 
be included in an educational process of recognizing that food, in addition to nutritional 
value, plays an important role in fostering local development and social inclusion of far-
ming families (REIS, 2016).

Among the advantages of the school food program in the city is the legislation that 
prioritizes the production of family and peasant-based farming families. The legislation 
contributes to greater access to projects through the elaboration of public calls, which de-
termines a minimum percentage of purchases and prioritizes the acquisition of certified 
organic or agroecological food. The challenge of managers in the execution of the program 
exceeds the compliance with the guidelines regulated by Law no. 11.947/2009. The actions 
undertaken by this people further strengthen their role as promoters of social change.

The municipal PNAE of Marechal Cândido Rondon contributes positively and signifi-
cantly to the generation of sustainability and to the strengthening of family agroecologi-
cal agriculture. It intensifies the processes of transition, income generation, sovereignty, 
and food security. It generates empowerment and socio-environmental responsibility, firm 
pillars for the construction of a just, fraternal, and supportive society.
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Experience of 
Marechal Cândido Rondon 

with organic food in schools

Experience has shown important results of the initiati-
ve, such as increasing children’s consumption of healthy 

food, valuing local food diversity and culture, and streng-
thening agroecological family farming. The important role 

of CAPA advisory to the association and to the farming 
families is highlighted, as well as the role of family and 

peasant farming as a producer of healthy food.
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