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This Statement of Policy was made by the Premier of 

the Southern Cameroons, Dr. the Hon. E. M. L. Endeley, 

O.B.E., M.H.A., at a State Banquet held in the Mountain 

Hotel, Buea, on Thursday, 29th May, 1958, to mark the 
introduction of Ministerial Government in the Trust Terri

tory on r5th May, 1958, in accordance with the recom
mendation of the London Constitutional Conference held in 

the Summer of 1957. 

The Acting High Commissioner of the Southern Came

roons and Officer Administering the Government 9f the 

Federation , Sir Ralph Grey, K.C.V.O., C.M.G., O.B.E., and 
Lady Grey, were Guests of Honour at the Banquet. 

In the new constitutional set-up, the Southern Came
roons Executive Council now has, for the first time, a 

majority of 5 Unofficial Members to 4 Ex-Officio Members. 
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Dr. the Hon. E. M. L. Endeley, 0.B.E., Premier and Minister of 
Local Government, Lands and Survey. 

BEFORE proposing the toast 
of our most respected Guest of Honour, I craved your indulgence 
to begin on a somewhat personal note. 

Sir Ralph Grey, our Acting High Commissioner, is no stranger 
in this territory - at lea,t not to me - for in the past 15 years, 
our paths have crossed more than once. I remember very ~ell ~n 
1943 when , as a junior Medical Officer in the General Hospital m 
Lagos, it fell on me to tour the Badagry area, and I met Sir Ralph, 
then D-O. Badagry, just proceeding to Enugu on transfer. In the 
very few minutes he had to spare, he was kind enough to explain 
a number of things to me. 

Later on, in 1952 and '53 . when I had won my election to the 
House of R epresentatives and be come the first Cameroons Minister 
in the Council of Ministers, I again met Sir Ralph as the Officer who 
was entrusted with the re<inonsibility of breaking up the then Nige
rian Secretariat into Ministries. 

Back home in the Cameroons I served with Sir Ralph as a fel'ow 
Board Member on the Cameroons Development Board. where he 
acted in his capacity as Deve'ooment Secretary and Nigerian Govern
ment representative on the Board. 

Today, in perhaps more auspicious circum·stances, our paths 
have met again, in di ffe rent capacities; he as Actin2 High Com
missioner for the Southern Cameroons, under our newly won consti
tional status, and I , by a revolution of circumstances, as the first 
Premier of the Southern Cameroons. 

I want to take this unique opportunity, on oehalf of myself 
and my fellow Ministers, to express our gratitude for the fatherly 
message of congratulations which Sir Ralph extended to us on the 
15th of May, and to assure him of our determination to do every
thing to live up to his expectations. 

As an indication of this resolve, I want to outline in brief. the 
principles by which we shall allow ourselves to be guided in the 
pursuit of our duties. 

r. RELATIONS WITH THE FEDERATION 

First, our relations with the Federation of Nigeria. The policy 
of my Government is to w::>rk relentless'.y towards the achievement 
of self-government next year and independence in 1960 with the 
rest of Nigeria, with a view to building a strong and prosperous 
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Federation which will proudly take its place among the other 
nations of the world. My Government is convinced that this pol~cy 
is the best for the Southern Cameroons to pursue, and one which 
will produce maximum progress, productivity and prosperity for all 
our people. 

2. ATTITUDE TOWARDS OTHER AFRICANS 
Secondly, our attitude towards non-Cameroonian Africans. 

The Southern Cameroons Government will welcome all foreign 
fellow Africans in our country who are here to pursue their legiti
mate vocations in the fields of trade, agriculture, industrial develop
ment, or in their various professional careers, and will place no 
barriers whatsoever against such legitimate pursuit. In return we 
shall expect that these fellow Africans co-operate with us whole
heartedly in the development of our country and in the interest of 
our people. Any misuse of this privilege, or any undue advantage 
taken of our people's relative backwardness, shall not be viewed 
with complacency. 

}Jfembers of 

The Hon. the Rev. S. Ando Seh 
Minister ot' State 
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the Executive 

The Hon. F. N. A jebe-Sone 
Minister of Natural Resources 
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3. FOREIGN INVESTMENT 
. Thirdly, the question of foreign capital. As already indicated 
rn the Government Statement of Policy on foreign investment, we 
will co~t~nue to encourage Africans and non-Africans with capital 
to part1c1pate fully in the economic development of our country 
and shall ensure legitimate protecton and liberal terms. While on 
this poin~. I wish to congratulate those commercial and agricultural 
undertakrn~s now operating in this territory who, inspire of the 
apparent nsks, have resolved to pioneer in cooperation with the 
Government, the exploitation of the economic potentialities of our 
Ian?. Our gratitude goes to them and history will not fail to record 
theff_ en~eavours in a territory without good roads or adequate com
mumcat1ons. 

I 4. THE CIVIL SERVICE 
F~mr~hly, I now come to our Civil Service. I am conscious that 

' there !S hkely to b_e unrest and uncertainty, especially among our 
expatnate staff dunng this transitional stage before independence. 

lyouncil Southern Cameroon0 
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The Hon. N. N. !Vlbile 
Minister of Works and Transport 
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The Hon. V. T. Lainjo 
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lt has happened in other countries before ours. But l would wish 
to assure our civil scrvants that like other Regions of the Federation, 
we intend to pursue a vigorous pclicy of Cameroonisation of the 
sen ice without prejudice to people frorn other parts of the Federa
tion. Such policy wi!l consist of an increasing amount of scholar
ship awards to d"serving Cameroonia ns to seconctary schools as well 
as to institutions of higher learning both here a nd overseas. Our 
po!icy for advancement in the service will be based strict!y on merit, 
and we demand that our civil serva nts - Ca rr: erooriians and non
Cameroonians alike - should give of their best. irrespective of their 
political inc!inations. The neutrality of our civil service, pub!ic 
boards and corporations in all matters ool1ticul will be rigorously 
maintained. · ~ 

We are a backward country Yery much lack ing in qualified men 
and women to take over responsibi!ity from exoatriates in the next 
few years. It will therefore be extremely foolish of us if we did 
anything now to make them feel insecure. Our view is that there 
is need for team work, but under the cha nged circumstances in which 
Cameroonians are now able to say what they want done for the 
progress . and up!if~ment of their country, the expatriates, acting 
as expenenced advisers and experts, will advise on how best it can 
be_ done. There need be no frustrations or suspic ions, as I liken 
this st:1g~ to the attit~de a father should adopt when a promi~ing 
son of his feels sufficiently grown up to loo1c afte r his own affairs. 
It is the joy of a proud father to advise and direct without bitter
ness or any obstruction . 

There is no doubt, that he who wears the shoe knows best where 
~h~ corn pinch~s,_ and at this stage of our political growth 
1t IS the Ca meroornan Politician who wears the shoe. We look for
ward to. ou r expatriate mentors to aid us, either by advising us to 
?ut a w1~dow on the shoe over the corn, or to chip off the corn 
itself. Differences of opinion are bound to occur, but as long as 
we work a~d pull together in the same direction for the general good 
of the territory, they are bound to be few. T here is nothing that 
cannot be settled when there is goodwill o:i all sides and a willingness 
to discuss matters amicably. 

Not far fro_m this Hotel, about 300 yards away, is a ravine. 
Along that ravrne my grandfathers en trenched themse'.ves in an 
unequal but patriof.c battle to resist German Colonisers in or about 
1894. Of course t ey eventually lost and the Germans were able 
to enter the territory. It will be futile for us today to resort to 
violent methods or brute force; we have neither the means nor the 
men to spare. We shall continue to adopt the British parliamentary 
tradition under which we have been brough t up, to press our case 
before the Imperial Government and, so far, events have assured us 
that we shall not fail. 
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5. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

My Government wili encourage Cameroonians to participate 
in the commercial , industrial and agricultural development of their 
country by creating suitable loan facilities and by providing techrncal 
aid and advice to enterprisers. We shall also seek to exercise greater 
control over public boards and corporations which are direct;y con
nected with the economic growth of the Southern Cameroons, with 
a view to making them of maximum usefulness to our people as a 
whole. My Government intends to rncourage the diversification of 
our agriculture in order to stabilise our economy at pre&ent dependent 
upon the cultiva tion of on:y one principal crop. We shall further 
encourage the growth and expansion of the cooperative m?, ~ment 
which has already done much to improve the standard of llvmg of 
many of our people. 

6. SOCIAL WELFARE 

The cry for more and more education is hea_rd from all parts 
of the Federation, but its need is even greater here m the Cameroons. 
We therefore intend, within the iimited means at our disposal, to 
encourage the establishment of more schoo:s, and to initiate cam
paigns towards the eventual elimination of illiteracy among our 
people. Measures will be taken to improve the general health and 
sanitation of our people by providing suitable water supply in towns 
and villages, and by the establishment of hospitals, dispensaries and 
maternity clinics in those areas where none exist at present. 

7. OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE 

It is the desire of this Government to take steps to preserve the 
cultural traditions of our people, such as their arts and crafts, their 
music, dancing and other customs which are now on the verge of 
extinction. 

In this connection, I like to express my Government's attitude 
towards our local Chiefs who form part of our traditional heritage. 
My Government will concern itself with the preservation of this 
valuable institution , and will do everyhing in its power to maintain 
its sanctity. Chiefs have a useful stabilising influence among our 
people, and we shall seek to cooperate with them in all that we do. 
But we shall also expect that in their own interest, Chiefs and tradi
tional rulers must keep ~!ear_ of party P?litics. Being the respected 
rul~rs of all the people, It will be most Illogical for them to active-
1 y _mdulge in party politics, as this will only expose them to the dis
da_rn ?f a secti?n of their. s~bject~. Any Chief who persists, despite 
this_ timely advice, to participate m party politics, does so at his own 
pen!. 
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•1... 8. THE MISSIONS 

This statemen't will not be complete without paying a special 
tribute to the Missions. We owe a lot to the various missionary 
organisations which operate in the Southern Cameroons, particularly 
to their educational and medical facilities. All the secondary schools 
in the territory are run by the Missions, and many of our leaders 
today, including myself, owe theh primary and secondary education 
to the Missions. We hope that with the coming of self-government 
and independence, the Missions will continue to give us of their 
valuable services. 

9. THE UNIFICATION ISSUE 

Finally, I should like to state the attitude of my Government 
towards the French Cameroons. Most of us have, at one time or 
the other, advocated the ultimate unification of the French and the 
Bntish Cameroons as it was before the 1914-18 war. While we 
still hold this view, new events and circumstances have overtaken 
us, and have removed the question of unification out of the realm 
of urgency and priority in which we had earlier placed it. With the 
Northern Cameroons absorbed into Northern Nigeria , and the 
French Cameroons assimilated into the French Union, it now seems 
unlikely that the Cameroons would ever return to the status it was 
before 1914. 

The advocates of immediate unification appear to overlook these 
facts , and still have to show to the world how they propose, in the 
interest of peace and prosperity of all the sections concerned, to 
achieve their aim. We of this Government however, having the 
political, economic and social wellbeing of the Southern Cameroons 
uppermost in our minds, are convinced that far from being a priority 
issue, unification should only be achieved by evolutionary means, 
that is, when an independent French Cameroons outside the French 
Union, and an independent Nigerian Federation of which the 
Southern Cameroons will form a part, would be in an unfettered 
position to explore the possibilities of union as part of the movement 
towards the creation of a United States of West Africa. 

We are not prepared to forego the safeguards and benefits which 
we now enjoy as a member of the Federation, in preference to an 
unstable and unpredictable French Union. 
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